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Zimbabwe Shies from Scrutiny 
Ahead of Polls? 
 

THE Government of Zimbabwe has re-
portedly shied away from UN scrutiny 
ahead of elections, which could suggest 
that the authorities are not ready to con-
duct a credible electoral process whilst 
their decision to shut out the internation-
al community could be seen as an 
attempt to avoid disastrous exposure. 

 

The government, which had made a for-
mal request for electoral assistance from 
the UN, suddenly made a U-turn when 
the world bloc’s Need Assessment Mis-
sion (NAM) team – which is deployed 
according UN procedure before electoral 
assistance – led by Tadjoudine Ali-
Diabaete asked to assess on their own 
the pre-electoral environment before 
money was released for the important 
polls. 

“As of now, no agreement has 
been reached on the modalities. 
The NAM is therefore not ex-
pected in Zimbabwe at the pre-
sent moment. 

“The UN has been making every 
effort to respond to Zimbabwe's 
request.  

“The UN remains open to engage 
with the Government of Zimba-
bwe to determine if an agree-
ment can be reached on the mo-
dalities that will allow the NAM 
to be conducted in accordance 

with the UN General Assembly 
resolutions,” said the UN Resi-
dent Coordinator Alain 
Noudehou on the bloc’s local 
website on Friday April 19 2013. 

 

Analysts have intimated that the govern-
ment’s ostensible fear of prying eyes has 
rendered it uncertain about where to get 
critical funds as the elections approach 
given its reluctance to let the UN assess-
ment team into the country. 

 

According to a document dated 15 Febru-
ary seen by the Crisis Report which out-
lines the NAM’s expectations, the envis-
aged 5-member team which, if given the 
green light, would be in the country for 
five days hoped to assess the “political, 
legal, institutional, technical and security 
environment and electoral framework, 
including voter registration procedures/
processes.” 

 

A recent report by the Crisis in Zimbabwe 
Coalition (CiZC) titled, “Pre-elections De-
tectors: Zanu-pf’s bid to reclaim political 
hegemony” revealed that key institutions 
such as the Registrar General’s office 
were being shielded from reform to allow 
for tampering with the harmonized elec-
tion process.  

 

Some commentators have argued that 
should the NAM team stumble upon evi-
dence of such anomalies in the electoral 

machinery it could open a can of worms 
given that the NAM intends to meet with 
civil society against the backdrop of in-
tensified raids on Non-Governmental 
Organisations since the beginning of 
2013.   

The NAM expressed its intention of hav-
ing meetings with “accredited diplomatic 
missions, domestic and international ob-
server groups.” 

 

At the end of the visit, the NAM, if even-
tually permitted to carry out its task, 
must conclude among other things on the 
“potential for election related conflict” 
and on “the electoral, legal and political 
framework highlighting any key con-
cerns”.  

 

According to some analysts if any danger 
is seen in terms of these areas there 
could be calls for more political reforms 
ahead of the elections, which could ex-
plain the resistance by the Zimbabwean 
authorities to grant the NAM team access 
into the country.  
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HUNDREDS of youths thronged Zengeza 2 Shopping Centre in Chitungwiza on Saturday April 20 for a Peace Screen Printing 

Festival  which was organised by the Zimbabwe Poets for Human Rights (ZPHR).  

 

In embracing the peace message that ZPHR propagated, the youths and general public signified the quest for peace and non-

violence as the country approaches the forthcoming harmonized elections expected in 2013. 

 

Some of the youths ended up bringing their shirts to the stand for printing.  

 

ZPHR founding member and National Association of 

Non-Governmental Organisations Secretary General 

Michael Mabwe said: 

“From the response we have received, it is clear 

that the peace message we are preaching is 

gaining ground among the young people.” 

 

The ZPHR in collaboration with a private company Sur-

rey Meats – offered T-Shirts as prizes for the winners of 

the various promotional competitions focusing on the 

company’s products and printed them at the stand 

manned by ZPHR graphic artists.  

 

They emblazoned various messages promoting peace and the participation of youth in the forthcoming elections such as 

“PEACE TODAY PEACE FOREVER”, “I’LL VOTE THIS YEAR”, “THE FUTURE STARTS TODAY” and “YES WE CAN”.  

 

 

 

Various renowned youth artists – musicians, dancers and poets – performed at the event while some youths did group painting 

sessions on two big banners where they wrote “I’LL VOTE IN PEACE” and “YES WE CAN”. 

 

The event was also graced by leaders and members of other youth organisations such as the Zimbabwe National students Un-

ion, Build A Better Youth Zimbabwe and Youth Alliance for Democracy. 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

Youths Embrace Poets’ Peace Campaign 
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ZANU-PF's "We Will Win!" - Bravado or What? 

(Xtreme Opinion is my Trademark of Polemic Bigotry.) 

 

AN OPINION by Rejoice Ngwenya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American think tank Freedom House, the Afro Barometer, Zimbabwe's MassPublic Opinion Institute [MPOI] and Dr Lovemore 

Madhuku of the NationalConstitutional Assembly [NCA] have inadvertently poured oxygen in Robert Mugabe's deadly fire of 

electoral optimism.   

 

Call it bravado, a nocturnal whistle in the graveyard or misplaced schoolboy enthusiasm – Zimbabwe African National Union 

Patriotic Front [ZANU-PF] dream of a decisive parliamentary and presidential majority come election 2013. What makes this 

'prophetic hallucination' bittersweet is that accolades are emanating from ZANU-PF's 'habitual skeptics'.  

 

In African tradition - when your enemy praises you, either you are exceptionally good or he wants to anesthetize you into a 

false sense of security.  

 

They do that all the time in the English Premier Soccer League. Before a massive Manchester derby, City's Roberto Mancini will 

heap praises on United's Sir Alex Ferguson. On paper, ZANU-PF looks formidable.  

 

Former South African president Thabo Mbeki's crude General Political Agreement in 2008 allowed Mugabe's camp to regroup. 

Now they have the entire public media, all electoral laws and the relevant institutions that administer 'electoral justice' on their 

side. 

 

Political reforms prescribed by the GPA and SADC's electoral Road Map have been physically blocked by ZANU-PF legislators 

whilst all military and security institutions i.e. army, police, prison, intelligence and militias - profess support for Mugabe. 

 

Ninety nine point nine percent of Zimbabwe's judiciary is administered by ZANU-PF cronies and electoral, media and security 

laws are biased towards and administered by ZANU-PF.  
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The SADC itself - save for Ian Khama [Botswana] and Joyce Banda [Malawi] - is more sympathetic to Mugabe's 'revolutionary 

credentials' than to MDC leaders Morgan Tsvangirayi or Welshman Ncube. The AU is a perennial toothless bulldog that has 

closed its eyelids to the cause of Zimbabwe's over-due democratisation. So what chance do the MDCs have against ZANU-PF? 

 

Mugabe is the first to admit that his party's primary elections, internal succession wars, factional conflicts in Manicaland and 

Bulawayo are debilitating. MDCs must insist Registrar-General Tobaiwa Mudede be taken off  the voters registration process. 

He is accused of bussing members of the security sector to register as voters in some constituencies viewed as key 

in order to neutralise MDCs stranglehold in the areas.  

 

Mugabe's electoral date ambush must be rejected while institutional and legislative reforms aligned to constitutional clauses 

have to be completed before Parliament lapses. If Zimbabwe requires UN electoral assistance, MDCs must insist on  

Tadjoudine Ali Diabacte's UN Electoral Needs Assessment Mission (NAM) returning to Zimbabwe plus UN/EU and civil society 

election observers. 

 

 

Pro-democracy civil society groups must expose ZANU-PF's lies on 'housing cooperatives' and insist on continuing to work in 

communities. They should take the fight of freeing the airwaves to SADC, including boycotts of companies that advertise on 

ZANU-PF controlled media like ZBC, the Herald, the Chronicle and Star FM. 

 

 

ZANU-PF, despite calling for peace, will employ dirty tricks to cheat in the elections. However, the MDCs must break their 

proverbial backs to ensure every citizen above 18 years of age is registered to vote. Forget fancy manifestoes and 'star' ral-

lies, ensure EVERY polling station has an MDC agent, monitor and observer to guarantee the 'security' of each  

MDC vote.  
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human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  
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